Murphy Lake - McConville Lake Wetland Complex is a series of hardwater
seepage lakes within a large glacial basin bordered by an extensive wetland
complex of a northern, pre-settlement character. Plant communities include
shrub-carr, lowland hardwoods, sedge meadow, marsh, and tamarack swamp.
Encircling McConville Lake and Beck Lake is a calcareous mat of lake sedge (Carex
lacustris), aquatic sedge (Carex aquatilis), shrubby cinquefoil (Dasiphora fruticosa),
and bog birch (Betula pumila). Beyond the mat is a vast stand of tamarack (Larix
laricina) with a shrub layer of poison sumac (Toxicodendron vernix), red-osier
dogwood (Cornus alba), and winterberry (llex verticillata). Numerous uncommon
fen and bog associates are present, such as pink shinleaf (Pyrola asarifolia), naked
mitrewort (Mitella nuda), alder buckthorn (Rhamnus alnifolia), swamp currant
(Ribes hirtellum), and mountain holly (Nemopanthus mucronatus). This natural area
also provides habitat for state-listed plants and animals. Malloy and Murphy Lake
in the western reaches of the site, connected by the Little Oconomowoc River,
border a morainal ridge supporting good-quality dry-mesic forest, adding to site
diversity. This natural area in the Town of Erin is partly owned and managed by
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust (OWLT). The remainder of the natural area is
private with partial protection by conservation easement.

Murphy Lake—McConville Lake Wetland Complex is relatively undisturbed apart
from past selective cutting and filling along the edges for bordering homes and
roads. These developments also degrade the fringes of the site through siltation
and sedimentation from stormwater runoff. Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) has
established in the upland woods while common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) is
present at low densities throughout. OWLT staff and volunteers manage their
parcels through invasive species monitoring and control via manual removal,
brushing, and herbicide treatment. Acquisition and management of the entire
natural area by OWLT is recommended to secure comprehensive protection and
enhancement of the site.
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